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A Conditioned Soul is Never Equivalent to Guru

A person perceives the significance (gurutva) of 
a substance according to his qualification. Our 

endeavour to acquire objects with our senses often meets 
with failure, and we give up trying. Our senses are especially 
incapable of attaining that which is beyond this material 
nature. For this reason the scriptures state:

aprākṛta vastu nahe prākṛta-gocara
veda-purāṇete ei kahe nirantara

Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta (Madhya-līlā 9.194)

The Vedas and Purāṇas assess spiritual substance 
as being perpetually beyond the comprehension of 
mundane senses.

There is a difference of heaven and hell between my 
narration of the glories of the spiritual master and the 
narration of one who is really tattva-jña, well-versed in the 
conclusions of the scriptures. A soul who is conditioned 
carries egotistical pride in being a disciple; therefore, his 
descriptions of his gurudeva’s glories lack the potency of one 
who is a true disciple. My chanting of the holy names of 
the Lord does not have the same quality as the chanting 
of a truly qualified person, and the hari-kathā spoken by an 
unqualified person such as me is vastly different from the 
hari-kathā narrated by one who is actually qualified.
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Who Can Be a 
Real Guru?




















