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STATEMENT OF PURPOSES

1. To protect the vicara-dhara, or current of conceptions, of the svarapa-
rispanuga-guru-parampara as presented in the modern age by Srila Saccidananda
Bhakrtivinoda Thakura (i.e. to uproot opinions opposed to the genuine
conclusions of the Sri Gaudiya sampradaya).

2. To promote a co-operative effort to preach the message of Sri Riipa-
Raghunatha in accordance with the last instructions of Prabhupada Srila
Bhaktisiddhianta Sarasvati Thakura.



A GLIMPSE OF
THE LIFE OF

nitya-lila pravista or visnupada
(@/ZZ (@Mma/

SMakaraja

@ n February 16, 1921, the new moon day of the month
of Magha, Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja took his divine birth in a highly educated and
respected brabmana family in the village of Tiwaripura, in
the Buxar district of Bihar, India. He was given the name
Stiman Narayana. His parents were devout Vaisnavas of the Sri
sampraddya, and from the time he was a small baby, Sriman
Narayana was regularly taken by his father to recitations of the
Ramayana, which he grew to love.

In February, 1946, he met his gurudeva, Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, and his life of complete and
exemplary dedication to the path of krsna-bhakti began. Upon
receiving harinama and diksa initiation from his gurudeva, he
received the name ‘Sri Gaura Narayana’. He accompanied his
gurudeva on his extensive preaching tours throughout India,
rendering him personal service and also actively assisting him
in preaching. This included regularly hosting the thousands of
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Sraddha — the Key to True Happiness

(7ie jiva who is blinded by the delusion of maya

and bound in the widespread network of material
existence wanders here and there. Having been captivated
by the hope for happiness, he searches for happiness in
knowledge, intelligence, wealth, honour, etc., but by no
means can he make himself happy. In this way, the jiva
passes many lives. As a result of accruing great spiritual
merit over many births, faith in bbajana is transmitted into
the jiva’s heart. His only chance of attaining true happiness
is in bhajana. Sti Krsna is Svayam Bhagavan, and the jivas
are His eternal servants. Sraddba is the very strong and
determined faith that by performing bbakti to Sti Krsna, all
sufferings are dispelled, and one becomes situated in krsna-
ddsya, one’s constitutional position as a servant of Krsna.
With this faith, the jiva soon takes the shelter of the lotus
feet of a bona fide guru and attains all types of perfection,
solely by the virtue of §r7 guru’s grace.

By Srila Saccidananda
Bhaktivinoda Thakura

The Real Friend of the Jiva

The boundlessly merciful Vaisnavas are the supreme friends
of the fallen jivas in this world. Knowing the jivas to be
averse to Krsna, the Vaisnavas instruct them on bbakti-
tattva, the fundamental principles of pure devotion. When
faith develops in this, the jiva takes shelter of the lotus feet
of a Vaisnava, who now instructs him on bbagavat-bhajana.
Then, when the disciple exhibits suitable qualification,
having developed single-mindedness and expertise in
bhajana, $ri guru bestows his mercy upon him by granting
the power to behold the storehouse of transcendence, St
Krsna. Such is the endless mercy of the Vaisnava.

As §ri guru, the Vaisnava blesses the extremely fallen and
insignificant jiva — who is filled with hundreds of anarthas,
tormented by maya in various ways, and completely
drowning in the ocean of material existence — with a place at
his feet. He accepts responsibility for the jiva’s life, which is
presently devoid of bhajana. Inspiring him with the example
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b 2 externally manifest, but now there are several
important sacred texts that must also be manifested in
this world in order to perfectly establish and preserve
the subject matter of internalized pure devotional service
to Sri Hari (bari-bbajana). By manifesting the temple'
made of both grantha-bhagavat, the sacred texts related to
Bhagavan, and bbakta-bhagavat, the devoted worshippers

-------------------------------------------------

1 TIn the original Bengali article, the words used were kirtana-
carcd-mandira and natya-mandira. A kirtana-carca-mandira
is the part of the temple wherein the message of Godhead
is discussed, and the natya-mandira is the section in front
of the altar where the devotees worship the Lord, especially

through saskirtana.

< by

Raising the Divine
and [Infolding

of Parakiya

By Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thf’lkura Prabhupada
(from Srila Prabhupadera
Harikathamrtam

—The Immortal Nectar of
Srila Prabhupada’s
Sermons on Lord Hari)

of Bhagavan who constantly sing His divine glories, the
transcendent topics about Sri Hari will be propagated
throughout the world for far longer than by manifesting
temples of marble and brick.

A person’s lifelong accruement of assets has been
engaged in establishing a place of refuge, a fort from
which to preach the message of the Supreme Lord. Yet
one taking shelter there must still protect himself from
the fellowship of ungodly folk. That is to say, he must
save himself from the chaotic sway of this degraded

age and preach the message of Godhead from his own B

station. Consequently, there is a need to disseminate
many more sacred texts. The topic of devotional service
to the Supreme Lord (bbagavat-bhakti) will remain in

.
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Temple of the Bhagavat

the Ultimate Conception
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Remembering ;’f
Srila Prabhupida - o
in Separation on His * ¥
Appearance Day =

by Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana

Kesava Gosvami Maharaja

Praying for Mercy on the Occasion of Vyasa-pija

tate krsna bhaje, kare gurur sevana

maya-jala chute, paya krsnera carana

Only by simultancously performing guru-seva and krsna-bhajana does a
bound jiva become liberated from the web of maya and attain the lotus
feet of Sri Krsna. (S Caitanya-caritamrta, Madbya-lila 22.25)

i T .
/ hese words from Sri Caitanya-caritamrta are echoed in

the following statement: “By performing §ri vyasa-pija,

one simultaneously serves guru and Krsna.”' Hence, the regulatlon
to perform wvydsa-pija on the appearance day of jagad-guru Srila
Prabhupada, who is most worshipful, is established according to the
teachings of the Gaudiya dcaryas.

1 From the Vyasa-pija offering of a disciple of Srila Prabhupada, published
in the weekly Gaudiya, Year 4, Issue 26, p. 590



by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja

A lecture delivered on 12th February, 1936
on the appearance day of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada
in Sri Gaudiya Matha, Bombay

saksad-dharitvena samasta-$astrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande gurob $ri caranaravindam
Sri Gurvastakam (7)

All scriptures proclaim (i gurudeva to be saksat-
bari, non-different from the Lord, and this

— is acknowledged by all saintly persons. Yet §ri
Pa— "” gurudev’a is also extremely dear to the Supreme Py ‘t
Lord Sri Hari, being His most confidential &,—m -
servitor (acintya-bhedabheda-prakasa-vigraba, the =~

inconceivable manifestation who is one with and
different from the Lord). I adore the lotus feet of
that $r7 gurudeva, which are the abode of grace
and auspiciousness.

Photo @ The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International Inc. www.krishna.com
Used with permission. All rights reserved.



WHO CAN BE A
REAL GURU?

Excerpts from a lecture by

$ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama
Gosvami Maharaja

S$riDevananda Gaudiya Matha, Navadvipa
8 March 1998

A Conditioned Soul is Never Equivalent to Guru

fﬂ person perceives the significance (gurutva) of

a substance according to his qualification. Our
endeavour to acquire objects with our senses often meets
with failure, and we give up trying. Our senses are especially
incapable of attaining that which is beyond this material
nature. For this reason the scriptures state:

aprakrta vastu nahe prakrta-gocara
veda-puranete ei kabe nirantara - t

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madbya-lila 9.194) ]

The Vedas and Puranas assess spiritual substance
as being perpetually beyond the comprehension of |
mundane senses. J

There is a difference of heaven and hell between my { '
narration of the glories of the spiritual master and the | l
narration of one who is really tattva-jiia, well-versed in the
conclusions of the scriptures. A soul who is conditioned
carries egotistical pride in being a disciple; therefore, his
descriptions of his gurudeva’s glories lack the potency of one
who is a true disciple. My chanting of the holy names of
the Lord does not have the same quality as the chanting
of a truly qualified person, and the hari-katha spoken by an
unqualified person such as me is vastly different from the
hari-katha narrated by one who is actually qualified.
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(R ossin
SRI GURUP

[In the closing words to his introduction to the Hindi edition
of Jaiva-dharma, nitya-lila orn visnupada Sri Srimad Bhakei

Prajiina Ke$ava Gosvimi Maharaja wrote the following:]

he original Jaiva-dbarma was written in Bengali, but

the book uses Sanskrit extensively, for it contains many
quotations from §@stra. In a very short time at least twelve
large editions of this book have already been published in
Bengali, which shows how popular it is. This present Hindi
edition of Jaiva-dharma has been printed according to the
system used for the most recent Bengali edition of Jaiva-
dharma, published in a new format by the Gaudiya Vedanta
Samiti. Tridandi-svami Sri Stimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Mahardja, the highly competent editor of the Hindi
monthly spiritual magazine Sri Bhagavata Patrika, took
great pains to translate this book into Hindi, and published
it in the magazine in a series of articles spanning a period of
six years. At the repeated request of many faithful readers,
he has now published these articles in book form for the
benefit of the Hindi-speaking religious populace.

In this connection, I feel compelled to note that our
highly distinguished translator’s mother-tongue is Hindi,
and he learned Bengali in order to study this book. After
thoroughly mastering both the language and the subject
matter, he accepted the difficulty and substantial labor of
translating it into Hindi. I am very pleased at heart that he

ADA— PADMA

has expertly preserved the rigorous philosophy, the deeply
profound analysis of rasa, and the lofty and subtle moods of
the original book. The Hindi-speaking world will remain
indebted to him for this monumental work. In particular,
Srila Prabhupada and Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura will
definitely bestow great mercy on him for his tireless service.
Above all, I must say that it is only because the sadhakas
who were involved in the production of this book hold me
in some esteern that my name has been used in connection
with the editing of this book. In reallty, it is the translator
and publisher, tridandi-svami Sti Srimad Bhaktivedinta
Narayana Maharaja, who has done all the editing work, and
who is thus the object of my special affection and blessings.
I have complete faith that by studying this book, both the
faithful public and the learned scholars of this country will
gain knowledge of the fundamental truths of sambandba,
abbidheya and prayojana, which were practiced and preached
by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. By so doing, they will become
eligible to enter the prema-dharma of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna
and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In conclusion, T pray that
the readers will bestow profuse blessings upon us by reading
this book very carefully. €
Srila Prabhupada Kinkara
Tridandi-bhiksu Sri Bhakti Prajaana Kesava
Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha
Mathura, U.P. 1966
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SRI SRIMAD BHAKTI BALLABHA
IRTHA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA'S

OZJMW Recoltloctions

[Written during Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja final
residence in at Jl\ a Sri Damodara Gaudiya Matha, Sri Jagannatha Puri-dhama]

e Rays of the Harmonist



by Srimad Bhakti Jivana Acarya Maharaja
written for the auspicious occasion of the vyasa-puja of
Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja

n the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.13.10) Mahirija
“—# Yudhisthira said to Sri Vidura, the topmost of
devotees:

bhavad-vidha bbagavatas tirtha-bbittah svayarn vibho
tirthi-kurvanti tirthani svantab-sthena gadabbrta

My Lord, devotees like your good self are verily holy
places personified. Because you carry the Personality
of Godhead within your heart, you turn all places into
places of pilgrimage.

Sri Yudhisthira Mahiraja said to Sri Vidura, “For a
maha-bbagavata like you, what is the necessity of wandering
around various tirthas? You have kept Gadabhrta Bhagavin
(the Supreme Lord who holds a mace) within your heart,
and therefore, you have become the very form of a tirtha
yourself. Why, then, do great devotees like you wander from
tirtha to another? The sole reason must be that by doing
s0, you make the tirthas into tirthas. Accordingly, the great
(maba) tirtha in the form of the auspicious appearance day
of parama-pijyapada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedinta Narayana
Gosvami Mahiraja is now present before us as an example
of this. [By appearing on this day, he has converted the
auspicious day of Mauni Amavasya, which was already a
tirtha, into a great, or maha, tirtha.)

AR5 G,

Srila Nariayana Maharaja appeared in the state of Bihar
and he worked as a government police officer in the area

eporees
ARE HOLY PLACES PERSONIFIED

of Sahibganj, Bihar. At that time my parama-aradhya
érila gurudeva, Sri Srimad Bhakti Kamala Madhusadana
Gosvami Maharija (who at that time was known as Sri
Narottamananda Brahmaciri) came to preach at Sahibganj
after having preached in Raj Mahal and other areas of Bihar.
Tt was then that Srila Mahiraja had his first direct audience
of my $rila gurudeva. He (Srila Maharaja) is Mahaprabhu's
very own associate; therefore, simply by the darfana of a
genuine sadhu, he became attracted to him. He passed the
entire night asking questions in Hindi and English. He
spent the entire duration of the night hearing hari-katha
and consequently obtained complete renunciation from
sarhsara, the cycle material existence.

He later took shelter at the lotus feet of the founder
president dcarya of Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti, nitya-lila
pravista om visnupdada astottara-Sata Sti Srimad Bhakti
Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja and received vaisnava-
diksa, along with the necessary sariskaras. After some time,
he received sannydsa from his gurupada-padma, and Srila
Mahiraja became known as Sti Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Maharaja.

On the strength of my great fortune, I resided in
Mathuri at Sri Kes$avaji Gaudiya Matha for some days and
obtained his transcendental association. For as long as I
resided there, I was completely captured by his affectionate
dealings, which were incomparable. Every day he would
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[Editor’s note: Thousands of esteemed devotees have been
profoundly transformed by the mercy of Srila Gurudeva and many
could have made invaluable contributions to this Puspanjali section of
the magazine, but our ability to accommodate everyone’s homage was
limited due to lack of time and page-space. We sincerely beg forgiveness
from anyone who may have liked to contribute. We hope that we will

be able to provide another opportunity for this in the next edition.]
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VIRAHA-
MOHOTSAVA

observed in Vraja-mandala

Abhiseka performed at Sri Kesavaji
Gaudiya Matha, Mathura

Devotees gather at Sri Rupa Sanatana
Gaudiya Matha, Vrndavana

Hari-katha at Sri Giridhari Gaudiya

Matha, Govardhana

srila Gurudeva’s Samadhi
Sri Navadvipa-dhama.






